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Lesson Title:

Finding Ways to Help Others
Title: Ladder to the Moon
Author: Maya Soetoro-Ng
Illustrator: Yuyi Morales

Content Area and Grade
Level:
Lesson Objective(s):

5th Grade English Language Arts

Florida Standards:

Assessment:

The student will explain the development of stated or implied themes throughout a
text.
The student will explain how relevant details support the central idea in the text.
The student will summarize a text to enhance comprehension.
The student will use grade level academic vocabulary.
The student will use context clues, word relationship and background knowledge to
determine the meanings of unknown words and phrases.
The student will arrange multimedia elements to create emphasis in oral and written
tasks.
ELA.5.R.1.2 Explain the development of stated or implied theme(s) throughout a
literacy text.
ELA.5.R.2.2 Explain how relevant details support the central idea(s), implied or
explicit.
ELA.5.R.3.2 Summarize a text to enhance comprehension:
a. include plot and theme for a literary text
b. include the central idea and relevant details for an informational text
ELA.5.C.5.1 Arrange multimedia elements to create emphasis in oral or written tasks.
ELA.5.V.1.1 Use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately in speaking and
writing.
ELA.5.V.1.3 Use context clues, figurative language, word relationships, reference
materials, and/or background knowledge to determine the meaning of multiplemeaning and unknown words and phrases, appropriate to grade level.
●
●
●
●
●

Teacher observation- informative assessment
Teacher questioning
Partner/group discussion
Poster- summative assessment
Worksheet (see sample in materials list)- formative

Motivating Activity &
Anticipatory Set/Access
Prior Knowledge:

Procedures:

Prior to this lesson, students will have already examined planets in the solar system
and Earth’s weather and natural disasters.
● The teacher will have all of the students stand up and push in their chairs.
● The teacher will explain the activity that the students will do:
○ “I am going to show you different pictures from space, if you think it is a
planet you are going to go to the left side of the room where it says
planet, and if you think that it is a moon, you will go to the right side of
the room where it says moon. When you get to the side you think you
can talk with each other about why you think it is what you chose, and
remember you can always change your mind after you have chosen.”
(UDL 7.1- Optimize individual choice and autonomy; 3.1- Activate or
supply background knowledge. ESOL- Link lesson topic to students’
prior knowledge.)
● The teacher will then show various pictures of planets and moons found in
space, (please be sure to include the pictures of the Earth and Earth’s moon
since the book’s locations are these two places)
○ As the teacher shows the students the pictures, allow for a minute or
two for the students to talk about why they believe the picture is either
a moon or a planet.
○ For each of the pictures, after the students have talked amongst
themselves, ask for a volunteer or choose a student to give the
reasoning of why they choose their option.
■ Possible answers: I think it is a planet because it is very colorful,
I think it is a moon because I do not see any water.
■ Allow for students to listen to the opinion and have the choice
to change their answer and move to the other side.
○ Once the students are in their final choice, reveal the answer if the
picture represents a planet or a moon.
● The teacher will say: “Please grab your pencil and come to the rug. Once you
are seated I will be giving you a clipboard with a worksheet on it that we will
be filling in as we are reading and after as well. Once you have your clipboard
and worksheet, please take a seat and write your name on the paper and wait
patiently until all of our classmates have joined us on the rug.”
○ Allow students time to grab their supplies and make their way onto the
rug.
● The teacher will show the students the cover of the book and say: “Today we
are going to be reading Ladder to the Moon by Maya Soetoro-Ng, and
illustrated by Yuyi Morales. While we are reading, we are going to see different
types of themes presented, and the goal is to try and identify these themes and
fill out our worksheet. You should also listen for ways Suhaila and her

●
●

Closure:

●

●

●

●
●

grandmother helped people throughout the book for a poster we will create
later on today.”
The teacher will then begin reading Ladder to the Moon.
Questions to ask during reading:
○ Pre-reading:
■ “Have you lost a loved one or family friend?”
● “What is your favorite memory of them?”
○ During the reading:
■ “Where is one place in the world that you would like to go to?”
■ “Why do you think that the people in the book are praying for
each other and for Suhaila and her grandma?”
The teacher will then bring the student’s attention to their own worksheet and
say: “On your worksheet, it asks you to list some themes found in the book. Can
someone tell me what themes they believe are in the book?” (UDL 3.2Highlight patterns, critical features, big ideas, and relationships.)
○ Allow students to think-pair-share for 30 seconds before picking
students.
○ Possible answers: Loss, power of imagination, strength, community.
○ The teacher should also ask: “What is some evidence of this theme that
you saw?” after the student provides a theme. (ESOL- Continually
monitor students’ comprehension.)
The teacher will then say: “Based on the themes found in the book, why do you
think that the author wanted to have them in the book? I will give you 2
minutes to write down your answer and then I will call on someone to give
their answer.” (UDL 3.3- Guide information processing and visualization.)
○ Allow students time to answer the question.
○ Possible answers: The author liked the themes they put in the book.
Maybe the author lost a loved one.
The teacher will then say: “Looking at the last question on the worksheet, do
you think that Suhaila and her grandma helped the people that were on Earth,
and if so put one example of how they did.”
○ Give the students time to write down their answer.
○ Possible answers: Yes, they helped people get out of the water; No,
they just had people dance on the moon.
○ If students are having difficulties answering, the teacher can ask “What
events did you see happening to the people on earth that Suhaila and
her grandmother would bring them up to the moon?”
● Possible responses:
○ Tidal wave, earthquake
The teacher will then have the students go back to their seats.
The teacher will then ask the students: “Do you think there are other ways for
people to help each other?” (The goal is to see if the students can connect by

just supporting or being there for someone as a way of helping). (ESOL- Give
enough wait time for second language learners to respond to questions.)
○ Possible responses:
■ Supporting a friend, helping someone study, bringing people
together to create something.
● When the students have had enough time to answer, the teacher can connect
ways of helping people with real life situations, for example: volunteering,
being there for someone who lost a family member, picking up litter at the
beach.
● The teacher will then present the assignment for the day:
○ Students will be divided into groups, if they are already separated in
groups by the seating chart that will be their group.
■ Recommended- 4 groups with the following topics: earth,
family, classmates, community (UDL 8.3- Foster collaboration
and community. ESOL- Use group assignments, portfolios,
learning journals and non-print options as alternative
assessment.)
■ One student from each group will come up and pick a notecard
which will be labeled either: Earth, Family, Classmates,
Community. (Should be random)
■ Students will be given the large white paper, the rubric and the
other writing utensils (colored pencils, markers, crayons) so that
they can begin their project. (UDL 9.3 Develop self-assessment
and reflection; 6.1- Guide appropriate goal-setting; 5.2- Use
multiple tools for construction and composition.)
■ Have the students write their subject (Earth, Family,
Classmates, or Community) at the top of their paper.
■ Teacher will encourage the use of the worksheets so that the
students can get ideas and remember information from the
book.
■ As a group, the students need to think about a way that you can
help others. Students will begin writing/drawing ideas on how
to help
■ Assign a scribe in the group to write down your ideas.
■ Assign an illustrator to draw the ideas as well. (UDL 4.1- Vary
the methods for response and navigation; 2.4- Promote
understanding across languages; 1.1- Offer ways of
customizing the display of information.)
■ When your group is finished, be ready to present your ideas.
○ Teacher will be walking around the room, checking in with the
groups and offering assistance when needed. (UDL 7.3- Minimize
threats and distractions.)

● Students will then finish their project.
● One group at a time will bring up their paper and put it on the board, and one
member of the group will give the teacher the rubric so they can grade their
poster and presentation. (UDL 8.4- Increase mastery-oriented feedback.)
● The group will then discuss the ways they can help either the earth, their
families, their classmates, or the communities with the class.
○ Student responses are encouraged. Possible responses include:
■ Creating a birdhouse, reading to their younger brother/sister,
making a campaign in their neighborhood to help pick up litter,
making sure their classmates aren’t left out.
● Once the group has finished presenting, the students will then place their
paper on the wall and tape it.
● When all groups have finished their presentation, the teacher will then say:
“Now that we have all presented our posters, I would like you to flip over your
worksheet that we filled out earlier during the reading and follow along as I
explain how to answer this side. You will have about 6 minutes to answer these
questions. You will be walking around the room looking at the other group’s
posters. Please make sure you put the subject of the poster you are looking at
in the blank spot so that I know which poster you are talking about.”
○ Allow the students at least 6 minutes (2 minutes each) to look at the
posters that the other groups have made and answer the back of the
worksheet. (ESOL- Focus on thinking skills; predict, categorize,
classify, observe and report (oral-written-pictorial), sequence,
summarize.)
● Once they have answered all of the questions on the back of the paper, have
the students turn it in.
Materials:

●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Ladder to the Moon by Maya Soetoro-Ng Illustrated by Yuyi Morales
Plain white paper (large poster size)
Envelope
4 note cards that say:
○ Earth
○ Community
○ Family
○ Classmates
Colored pencils
Crayons
Markers
Pencils
A piece of paper that says “Moon”
A piece of paper that says “Planet”
Rubric (included below)

● Worksheet (included below)
● 5-10 pictures various planets and moons (Earth’s moon and Earth have been
included, please find a few more that you would like to show your students)
○ Possible choices: Jupiter, Mars, Pluto, Jupiter’s moon Europa, Jupiter’s
moon Io, Saturn, Saturn’s moon Titan.

○

○

https://images.pexels.com/photos/47367/full-moon-moon-bright-sky47367.jpeg?auto=compress&cs=tinysrgb&w=300

https://images.pexels.com/photos/87651/earth-blue-planet-globeplanet-87651.jpeg?auto=compress&cs=tinysrgb&w=300

Note: Assessment and closure do not necessarily have to be separate activities, but they must
meet guidelines above

Rubric:
5 points

4 points

3 points

2 points

Creativity

The poster is
completely
original and is
well designed.

The poster is
original but
needs
improvement
with the design.

The poster is
either not
original or is not
designed well.

The poster is
both not original
and is not
designed well.

Readability

The poster
shares all ideas
clearly and there
are no spelling
mistakes.

The poster
shares all ideas
clearly and there
are 2-3 spelling
mistakes.

Either the poster
is not clearly
sharing the
group’s ideas or
there are 4-6
spelling
mistakes.

The poster does
not share
information
clearly and has
more than 6
spelling
mistakes.

Ideas

The poster has
at least7 written
ideas.

The poster only
has 6 written
ideas.

The poster only
has 4 written
ideas.

The poster only
has 2 written
ideas.

Drawings

The poster has
at least 3
drawings.

The poster only
has 2 drawings.

The poster only
has 1 drawing.

There are no
drawings on the
poster.

Presentation

Students are all
participating in
the
presentation.

1 student is not
participating in
the
presentation.

2 students are
not participating
in the
presentation

Only 1 student is
presenting.

____/5

____/5

____/5

____/5

Total Score: ____________/20

